
Day of Pentecost 
Sunday, May 19, 2024 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

Welcome Visitors. 
Please sign our visitor book. There activity bags available for 

small children, located by the entrance of sanctuary.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
God of wind and fire, 
When you send your Spirit, we are created anew. 
God of mighty oceans and still waters, 
When we receive your baptism, we are born anew. 
God of bread and wine, 
When we eat at your table, we are nourished anew. 
So pour out your Spirit 
Let sacred waters flow 
Fill us with holy food. 
May our hearts and hands be opened wide 
to receive your gifts of life as we worship you. Amen.  
 

GATHERING SONG Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (ELW 800) 



 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
The Kyrie (pronounced KEER-ee-ay) is a prayer for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world while 
acknowledging that mercy comes from the Triune God alone. The congregation sings the refrain, 
the song leader (cantor) sings the verses. 

Refrain: 

 
V1) For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 



for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

V2) That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

V3) For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

V4) For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings 
truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us 
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 

A reading from Acts. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, 
in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in 
the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days 
it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 



men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days 
I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’ ” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27 

A reading from Romans. 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26Likewise the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also 
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 16:4b“I did not say 
these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going to 
him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will 
not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove 



the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they 
do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 
will see me no longer; 1about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned. 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ. 

SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396) 



 

PRESENTATION (ELW p. 234) 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in 
the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 

I present  name/s , who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, 
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of 



faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of 
all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 235) 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (ELW p. 236) 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 



I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them 
in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 
joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 

OR 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm 
her/his faith, guide her/his life, empower her/him in her/his serving, give her/him 
patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life. Amen. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING Take My Life, That I May Be  



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 



 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting… With this bread 
and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With [  name/s and  ] your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

RECOGNITION OF NEW MEMBERS 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of 
God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth. 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, 
do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. Welcome 

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
We give you thanks for our new members / [ name/s ], 
whom you have drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ 
and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. 



Keep us close together in your Spirit, 
in the breaking of bread and the prayers, 
and in service to others. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
SENDING SONG O Holy Spirit, Root of Life (ELW 399) 

 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Worship on Sunday morning is recorded on Facebook from the 9AM service. 
Announcements 

• May 19th – Confirmation & Receiving New Members (B.I.N.G.O fellowship too) 

• Please turn in your articles for the June Beacon by Tuesday, May 21st. 

• May 26th (Memorial Day Weekend)– Bethany and East Lemonweir Combined 
Worship, 10:30 am @ East Lemonweir. 

• Bethany Health Kits Requests – Dark Towels, Bars of Soap and Toothbrushes. We 
are adequately stocked for the other items. Thank you. 



• June 7 – Bethany Salad Luncheon and Silent Purse Auction. Do you have a favorite 
salad or dessert? We would appreciate if you could create for our luncheon. 

• The La Crosse Area Synod Hunger Team invites all congregations to support the 
2023-2024 "Water is Life" project to bring awareness of the importance of water on 
the world's food supply & global efforts to end hunger and raise money to support 
ELCA's water projects. Please consider donating as we have a matching fund 
donor. WE CAN DO IT.  

• June 23 – 2PM Meet at the Brambleberry Winery Field @ 234 N Leonard St West 
Salem. This is Ross Hardie’s parents’ Winery. Let Debbie Hansen know if can 
attend by June 17th. 

• Quilting – 9 am Wednesday @ Bethany. Please join us for fun, friend making and 
fellowship. No experience is required 

• Bible Study, 9 am @ Bethany, on Thursday 

• Stop in the church office for a Confirmation or Graduation Gift…we have scrip 
cards available! 

• AA meets at 6:30 PM – Tuesday @ East Lemonweir and Thursday @ Bethany. 

Prayers for those who have lost family and friends. 

Prayers for those who cannot attend worship with us today, 
Prayers for Wyatt, Collette Schultz, Garry Olson, Yvonne Olson, Jacob Sorenson 

,Elwood Syverson, Dennis Stark, Mickie(Ron/Patty Thompson), Fran Benson, Shona 
(Betty Krotzman), Landon LaBerge, John Gromola (Darrell Johnson), Mary Lee, 

Steven Stapleton, Marilyn Wetley, and others we silently name. 

Prayers for those who serve our world, country and communities. 
 

 


